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Ingemar at 45:
innovating for the
bigger picture

Italian marina design and build specialist Ingemar celebrates 45 years in 2024.
Marina World talks to founder and CEO Lorenzo Isalberti about his passion to
continually ensure that infrastructure Is improved and relevant, while never
losing sight of the fact that marinas are for ‘people’.

“From the very beginning, Ingsmar's
growth has been fuelled by the
desire to improve the tracktional
structuras designad for the needs of
trhe past, with new solutions designed
for the changing expectations of
madern yachting,” Isalberti says. He
highlights the advantages of floating
infrastructurs, such as easa of layout,
constant freeboard at varyng bidss and
maremal erwironmantal impact, and
empnasises the focus Ingemar
has always placed on materials.
*From a production point of visw,
Ingemar nas always favourad the
use of natural and erwironmantally
friendly materials and tropical
tmbers from FSC-certified forests.”
he notes.

Cwer the years, Ingemar
research nas cevelopsd non-
invaswve anchorage systams,

ingemar pontoons @f Maring del
Crarvane, a TIN-berth manna in the
italian Galf of Manfredonie. Vessels
up (o S0m (10411 in fength can mosr
wp in ar environmen! thet offers
privacy ax well as multiple amenities.

30

and dampeng systems with special
elastomers and Dynema ropes,
expanded its operating facilities,
estaclished a network of licancees
in the UAE, Oman and India, built
ever bigger breakwaters and, most
recentty, launchad a Marinasall rangs
of products.

What's ongoeng and in the pipeline for
Ingemar — and for the industry?
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The temporary Bridge for the Redentore
Festival in Venice is @ stunning example
of the flogling stractarey ingemar heipy
develop for events.

Q:In a bid for decarbonisation, boats
- aspecially large yachis — will be
increasingly designed to accommodate
different fuel systems. How will this
impact on the dasign of marinas and
pontoon systems?

A: At the moment, separate safe areas
are being created on floating platforms
and pontoons that are equipped with
spill guards and special filter sections
in the water that absorb hydrocarbon
residues.

In the near future, it is foresaeable
that we will see a progressive
developmant of hydrogen propulsion,
which seems to be able to provids an
autonomy that alectric pawsr does not
currantly guarantea. Tne difficulties to
be overcoms will no lkonger concern
problems related to polluton but to the
storage and safe transfer of potentialy
flammable and explosive slements.

\With this in mind. Marina Sant'Elena
in Venice sesks to be a ‘pathfinder for
the new technology and is currently
collaborating with NatPowsr sr to install
& first 'clean’ refusling point.

Many marinas are also equipping
themsalves with photovoltaic systems,
with projects to cover their buildings
and also to cover their jttes with
canopias, or even to transiorm their
decks into photovoltaic surfaces.

Q: Whnat is the thinking behind your
Marina4al products?

A: Marinadal products aim to make
the approach to madarn ports
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Lorenzo Isalberty (wearing wiite
wairtcoar!) and the Ingemar team.

‘kindier’, with high safety standards
and =asy accessibility for everybody

- for those with disabilities, but also
for aryone who wishas 1o use the

port, fram the elderty or thase with
mobdity difficulties to new mothers
with bags and pushchairs and ship
owners, sparismen, craftsmen, servica
personnsl, etc.

In addition 1o special and often
technically complex solutions, such as
reducsd distance between the watar
level and the walking surfacs, the
minimal slope of the connecting ramps.
and attention 1o the sufficient width
of walkway's to ensure comiortatle
ManoeuNTing spaces, the new
structures are equpoed from the start
with special provisions for auxiliary
protection and support systams (cranes
for litting peopla and other devices),
as well as original patented suriacing
sections that absorb the oily residuss
suspended in the waters of the host
basns.

The first Marina4all prototypes
were launchad in 2023 at the Venica
and Genca Boat Shows and usad by
disablad sailor Marco Rossato as the
starting and arrival basas for his Tour
of ltaly by Szil *Navigating Beyond
Limits". He visited 45 Itakan ports in 99
days of nawigation and covered over

A destination marina in the Gaif of
Naples, Maring di Stahia's Ingemar
montoons deliver T8Y berthe. The largest of
meyayachts can be eecommodated dae (o
deep axters.

v -

-

1,700 miles aboard ‘Tornavento' to
“ohotograph’ the accessibility of talian
boating facilibes and to urge operators
and the public to pay more attention 1o
n.

At the design level, the next
Marina4all {zcilities will also include
new elements designed to ovarcome
other forms of accass barriers, invisible
10 those who can se2. but unfortunately
penaksing thoss who are visually
impaired or blind. Thay will includs
cedicated experimentation areas, tactile
paths. contrasting colours and Bralle
signs.

Q: Can further progress be madea with
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new materials and techniquas? If so,
what is currently under discussion and
what can be foressen?

A:There are many areas where action
can be taken today to improve the
performanca and guality of madarn
marinas. The maost likely developmeant
fypotneses take into consideration the
new possiodities offered by ressarch
into advancad technologies and
innovative materials. Thase include: the
increasingly important use of recycisd
elemants and photovoltaic surfaces
for the construction of roofs and the
decks themselves; anchoring systems
equipped with specizl attenuators
able to generats energy from water
mowement; and the process of
digitising servicas that will soon
include software and sensors to
mondor areas and routes and
facilitate all manoauvres in port.

Q: Do you see marinas using more
water spaca for floating structures
in order to make better use of land
space or overcome the lack of
space on land?

A: Available space is and will ba
increasingly limited and crowded.
Trés means that marinas must

be increasingly cpen to the city,
allowing non-boatars to enjoy
some of the marina's servicas,
and solutions 10 optimese logistics
and hospitakty are multiplying:
car parkng built inside floating
breakwaters; platforms for servicas
and exhibitions; club houses
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becoming sports centres; and aven
tre new trend of buikcing ficating
houses inside marinas to improve
their reception and accommodatbion
offerings.

Q: Have you recently twilt floating
structuras specifically for marinas?

A: Since most of Ingemar's installations
are tailor-mace, there are many
significant structures in terms of design
features and dimensions. Examples
include thase in the Gulf of La Spezia,
an open-air showcase of the most
diverse Ingemar creations, and the
service platforms for the four marinas
built in LaAla Al Kuwart for a new

city risen from the desert. In Lignano
we built connecting pontoans for
houssooats in a ficating resort; we built
tre ficating office and service centra
for the regional port of Locarno: and
tre ficating neadquarters of the Tevara
Remo rowing centra in Roma.

Q: \What will be the dasign and
construction principles for marinas
in the coming decadss?

A:The shortage of new water spacs
for pleasure boating leads us to
look more and more nsistently at
solutions that, on the one hand will
seek 10 expand exstng mannas
with the acdition of new protective
breakwatars and the construction

of automated shors shalters to

free the basns from small boats,
and on the othar will contemplate

Muarina di Valetta in Malta hey been
devigned (o maximise mooring for
different kindy of vessels within
sensitive and historically

rich envirsnment.

major progects for the reconversion of
cegraded areas or disusad industrizl
setilemants to transform them into
drivers of tourism and territorial
development.

The mast recant axamples of
reclamation and restitution to the
community of watar areas squipped
with Ingemar floating structures can
be s2en in Italy. For axample, in
Castellammare di Stabia or Piombino,
where naw large boat marinas have
sprung up on the ashes of the old
local ste=l industry, and at the old port
of Genoa as part of Renzo Piano's
watarfront regeneration project.

Q: What we should do and what
should we notdo?

A: Tre mocel inspinng modern marinas
nas profoundly changed from the
onginal concept of ‘sheltenng and
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The Ingemar marina af ke anncal Genoa
Hoat Show ix one of the company's most
Samous references.

Todzy's marinas respond more to the
idea of a large hub that centralises and
provides different sarvices, i.e. & place
to go to for a water-related expserienca.

This is why, as in other sactors, it
would be dasirabls to spread 'boat-
sharing and all-inclusive short-tarm
rental practicas, from small boats to
maxi-yachis.

Marinas must become the water
pataway to the host city, attracting the
population to experiance the s=a, not
just admire it. Therafore, in addition
to enjoying the servicas prasent.
such as shops, bars and restaurants,
people should be abls to enjoy the
sea and water sporis, such as sailing.
rowing. diving, sport fisreng and so
on. Marinas should be abla to attract
and antica people to axpensnce the
sea. spreading the culture of the sea.
respact for the sea, the beauty of the
sea.

As mentionad, it will be intarasting to
placa new land spaces next to 'classic’
marinas, whera new dry marinas will
be built, offering a launching servica for
smazller boats with automated or on-call
systems.

In the traditional marinas, meanwnis,
associations and sports clubs wil
continue to be able to find space, but
will have shared facilibes 1o provide
new Sxperiences 10 a wider public, not
necassary made up of boat owners.

Equipped floating structurss will
also gain more and more space in the
future, due to the ease with which port
lzyouts can be reconfigured according
to size of boat and markst demands.
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